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AAUW WESTCHESTER LAUNCHES THE FOURTH ANNUAL “WIZGIRLS”
PROGRAM INSPIRING GIRLS TO EXPLORE ENGINEERING AND TECHNOLOGY
Submitted by: Lorrin Johnson
On Saturday, November 3, 2018 The American Association of University Women (AAUW)
Westchester branch will host the Fourth Annual WizGirls: Building the Future program.
This program is an opportunity for 4th and 5th grade girls to experience the excitement of
technology and engineering, through a set of hands-on workshops and collaborative
activities. WizGirls will be hosted by the Ardsley School District at Ardsley Middle School
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
“Fewer than 20% of technology and engineering graduates are female and research
shows that stereotypes, lack of role models, and misperception about career choices,
contribute to girls losing confidence and interest in these fields,” said Diona Koerner, CoDirectors of WizGirls. WizGirls is a program to help girls in Westchester understand how
many fun and interesting careers there can be in STEM.
Girls will choose from 13 different workshops led by professional women, mostly engineers from corporations
such as IBM, PepsiCo and the New York Bridge Project for New York State Thruway Authority, as well as
educators from local colleges and universities. The workshops are designed to expose girls to different
engineering and technology-based disciplines through practical and fun activities. The wide array of workshops
includes learning how knee and hip replacements are engineered and learning to be a wiz at robotics.
Following two morning workshops, the attendees will participate in a group “design and make project” to
highlight the collaborative nature of these disciplines.
Over 150 girls attended WizGirls last year from all over Westchester and the Bronx. Lorrin Johnson, CoDirector says that we anticipate the same enthusiasm this year. The day is modeled on AAUWʼs Explore Your
Opportunities Conference which has been successfully providing young women with opportunities to meet,
learn from and interact with positive role models in STEM fields for over 15 years. For more information and a
list of workshops, we invite you to visit our website http://www.wizgirls-aauw.org/
About AAUW: American Association of University Women (AAUW) Westchester Branch, New York, is a nonprofit, award winning organization with over 170 members. As one of AAUWʼs 1000 branches across the
country, we are committed to advancing equity for women and girls through advocacy, education, philanthropy
and research.
We would love to have AAUW volunteers for the event. Please contact Diona Koerner or Lorrin Johnson.
Contact information:
Diona Koerner 914-714-1623
Lorrin Johnson Phone 718-655-5204 or eddlorrin@yahoo.com
W e s t c h e s t e r N Y A A U W N e w s le t t e r !

Pa g e 1

AAUW BRANCH MEETING
WHEN: OCTOBER 10, 2018 AT 10:30 AM
WHERE: GREENBURGH PUBLIC LIBRARY,
300 Tarrytown Rd., Elmsford
PROGRAM:
A BRIEF SURVEY OF WOMEN IN ART
SPEAKER:
Dr. Jill Kiefer - Dr. Kiefer will discuss
the many contributions of women
to the art world.
Dr. Jill Kiefer is an art historian and
teaching artist. She is the Director of
What About Art?̶an organization
devoted to bringing Art to Everyone,
and the President of the Ossining Arts
Council. An award winning teacher, Dr.
Kiefer has developed and
implemented comprehensive
academic and lifelong learning
programs at prestigious institutions in
the USA and abroad such as Mount
Saint Maryʼs University in Los Angeles, Pasadena City College,
Glendale College, Westwood College, the Palos Verdes Art
Center and the University of New Mexico. Currently she is the
Dean of Warnborough Collegeʼs Masterʼs and Doctoral programs
in Cultural Art History, Fine Arts, and Media Studies. To learn
more about her, please visit www.whataboutart.org

D IST RICT V CON FEREN CE, OCT OBER 2 0
AAUW District V is partnering with AAUW NYS for the Professional Jump
Start for College Women, so there will not be a separate District V
conference this year. Professional Jump Start for College Women is a new
one-day conference to be held on October 20, 2018 at the Roosevelt House
in NYC. The conference is focused on helping college women successfully
transition from students to professionals as they look for new jobs and start
their careers. Students will be inspired and learn many job search and
career skills from experts.
W e s t c h e s t e r N Y A A U W N e w s le t t e r !
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ART INTEREST GROUP
On Thursday October 11, Natalie Schifano will lead the Art
Interest Group on a gallery walk in Chelsea. If you would like
to join us, please email Shelli Pines.
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CURRENT ISSUES GROUP
The Current Issues Interest Group will meet on Friday
morning October 5 at 10 a.m. Our new meeting place is the
Knolls in Valhalla. Our topic will be: The Upcoming
Elections. For further information, contact Marie McKellar.
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POETRY INTEREST GROUP
The Poetry Interest Group will meet on Tuesday afternoon
September 25 at 1:30 p.m. in the home of Janice Rabinowitz.
Our poet will be John Berryman.
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AAUW BOOK GROUP MEETINGS!
D A YT IME LIT ERA T URE GROUP
The Daytime Literature Group will meet on Thursday,
October 25 at 10 a.m. at the Ossining Library. The group
will discuss Heart of Darkness by Joseph Conrad.
Contact Judy Blanchard-Young for further information.
T UESD A Y MORN IN G LIT GROUP
The Tuesday Morning Lit Group will meet on October 9
at 10 a.m. in the home of Marilee Scheuneman to
discuss the novel, Between You and Me, Confessions of
a Comma Queen. Please contact Wilma Gitchel if youʼre
interested in joining this fun, discerning group.
EV EN IN G LIT ERA T URE GROUP
The Evening Literature Group will meet at Lexington
Square Cafe in Mt. Kisco, at 6 p.m. on Wednesday,
October 10. Monica Hockman will lead the discussion of
Disgrace by JM Coetzee. Please let Ellen Eschmann
know if you plan to attend.
W e s t c h e s t e r N Y A A U W N e w s le t t e r !

STEM MEETING
OCT. 1 7 AT 1 0 :3 0 a.m.
Greenburgh Library
The STEM meeting will be a
hands-on-activity to build cars out
of life savers. The activity will be
lead by Susan Appel and Linda
Gold as a test run for WizGirls.
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AAUW CRITICAL GRANTS AND FELLOWSHIPS FOR WOMEN
by Selena Barron
AAUW is celebrating 130 years of awarding International and U.S. fellowships and grants.
Since 1888 AAUW has provided over 115 million dollars to more than 13,000 women and
projects. Women in all 50 states and more than 145 countries have been helped. With our
AAUW assistance the recipients have overcome financial barriers to their education and
have been able to achieve success in their chosen careers. On its website AAUW states
that recipients have become leaders in business, government, academia, community
activism, the arts and the sciences.
In the 2018-2019 award year AAUW granted 3.9 Million dollars to 250 women and projects. The recipients are a
diverse group from many different locations and areas of study. However, they all share the common goal of
aiming to promote equity for women and girls. AAUW funding includes expenses for childcare and
transportation. These payments allow women to successfully complete their graduate studies without incurring
thousands of dollars in educational loans.
In a July article on the AAUW website, Amy Becker, AAUW national Education News writer, included a
response from an International Fellow. Ghadeer Dawwas wrote “I just wanted to say I was humbled to be part
of such an organization, that encourages women to achieve the impossible. Being a woman, a mother, a
Muslim and from developing countries, are all challenges but with great organizations like AAUW, I feel
empowered to attain new heights in my career.”
Several of the 2018-2019 recipients were highlighted. Ezinne Achinivu, an America Fellow, is working on
postdoctorate research at Argo Paris Tech. Her focus is on advancing green engineering and green materials
to develop new production methods for a sustainable energy infrastructure. Tanya Everett received a Career
Development Grant to pursue her career as an actor and playwright. She is in her first year as an MFA
student at the City University of New York, Brooklyn College. Michelle Lee is a Selected Professions Fellow.
Michelle is a medical student at Cornell University. She began research in neurological diseases as an
undergraduate. Her current focus is on biomarkers of brain tumors and interventions for women with
intractable brain disease.
In describing the AAUW fellows and grantees, AAUW CEO Kim Churches said “They have contributed to
and will continue to impact
so much of the world at large. These trail blazers are breaking the mold in nontraditional fields and redefining what leadership and expertise look like. AAUW is proud to provide the critical
resources necessary to help them excel in their chosen field.”
As AAUW members and contributors to the outstanding AAUW educational grants and fellowships, we are
women making a difference!
W e s t c h e s t e r N Y A A U W N e w s le t t e r !
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EXPLORE YOUR OPPORTUNITIES—THE SKY’S THE LIMIT!
Our EYO (short for the long title above) team is hard at work planning for our 16th annual conference for 7th
grade girls, to be held on Saturday, March 30, 2019. Weʼll be introducing some 230 students to role models of
women working in the fields of Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM).
Planning your holiday shopping? If youʼre planning to shop at Amazon, you can help us meet our expenses,
and it wonʼt cost you anything. If you Google “AAUW EYO” youʼll come to our page in our Branch website. At
the bottom of the page is a box with
information about how to do this. Iʼve
included a photo of this
announcement that appears. By
clicking on the word “Amazon” youʼll
arrive at the normal Amazon page.
Anything you purchase from them will
qualify for a small commission to us.
Weʼve had good support this way
from our members and we thank you
in advance for your continued help.
Thank you,
Wilma Gitchel, Project Co-Director

ONE AAUW. ONE MISSION. ONE FUND.
There are many pieces to AAUW, and each one drives the others to create the organization we know and love.
Gifts to the AAUW Fund support all these focus areas and allow AAUW to create and expand our renowned
research, mission-based programs, and advocacy initiatives that tackle challenges facing women and girls.
You can help by donating to the AAUW Annual Fund Campaign this fall. This

year we hope to exceed last yearʼs amount of $6,500 by getting more of our
members involved. Please give, even small amounts can go a long way to
help fund mission-based programs. Any contributions you can make for
these worthy causes are very much appreciated. Contributions are due by
November 30, 2018.

Yes, I would like to contribute to the AAUW Funds in the amount of:
$1000 $500 $100 $50
$25 Other _____
If you do not designate a specific fund in your check memo line, your contribution will be applied to the
AAUW Funds, # 9110.
Name ̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲Phone: ̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲
Address: ̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲
Please make your check out to AAUW Funds and specify in the memo line AAUW Funds or any
particular fund to which you would like your contributions applied, and how much to each fund. Checks
should be mailed to Mary Logan, 1204 Hall Ave, White Plains, NY 10604. Thanks for your support!
W e s t c h e s t e r N Y A A U W N e w s le t t e r !
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The Knolls in Valhalla, NY
Marilee Scheuneman’s Home
Greenburgh Library
Greenburgh Library
Lexington Sq. Cafe, Mt. Kisco
Chelsea, Manhattan
College of Mt. St. Vincent
Marie McKellar’s Home
Sophie Keyes’ Home
Janice Rabinowitz’s Home
Greenburgh Library
Roosevelt House, Manhattan
Ossining Library
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1:30 p.m.
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10 a.m.
11 a.m.
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