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WIZGIRLS: BUILDING THE FUTURE
-submitted by Mary Logan
On Saturday, November 3rd during the fourth annual WizGirls event at Ardsley Middle School 180 fourth
and fifth grade girls from throughout Westchester and the Bronx experienced the excitement of
technology and engineering while being introduced to a variety of STEM careers. Students learned
through choosing among 13 workshops in the following categories: coding, energy, building, medicine,
physics, and soda science. A “Design and Make” engineering project comprised of building cars from
lifesavers and pipe cleaners was designed to showcase the collaborative nature of these disciplines.
A legion of volunteers made it all possible: 15 high school students as workshop assistants, 25 working
scientists, engineers and educators as workshop leaders, and nearly 50 AAUW members and others
who volunteered on the Planning Committee, as Maker Activity facilitators, and to assist on the day
itself. Feedback from participants was enthusiastically positive. It was especially rewarding to hear the
girls gushing to their parents upon departure about how fun and interesting the day had been.
Special thanks go to all the volunteers who were generous with their time and skills. These events would
not be successful without the dedication and teamwork of this group. Success was seen in the faces of
the students carrying their projects home with the new-found knowledge that careers in STEM can be
fun, collaborative, and make a difference in the world. See the link to coverage on the event by Channel
12 News: http://westchester.news12.com/story/39414385/students-learn-about-stem-careers-in-ardsley

MAKING SODA WORKSHOP

GOING HOME WITH PROJECTS!

W e s t c h e s t e r N Y A A U W N e w s le t t e r !
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Holiday Lunch!
Wednesday, December 12 at 12:30 p.m.

Tesoro D'Italia.
160 Marble Ave, Pleasantville, NY 10570 ·
We are trying a weekday because many members are very busy
weekends before the holidays. The restaurant has a large
parking lot and a very spacious private dining room. The location
is very easy to get to as it is very close to Exit 27, PleasantvilleThornwood, on the Sawmill River Parkway. After exiting from the
North or South turn left toward Pleasantville. Go about a half mile
and the restaurant is located on Marble Ave, on the left hand side
across from a cemetery.
The menu includes
three courses, coffee,
tea and soft drinks. The
restaurant is able to
comply with gluten free
diets.
The cost is $36.
Please send checks to Carol McMillan, 14 Lyon Street, Rye
Brook, NY 10573.

STEM CAREER DAY IN GREENBURGH PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Lorrin Johnson and Susan Appel participated in the hands-on STEM
Career Day at the RJ Bailey Elementary School. Students were able to
determine whether household and food products were acid, neutral or
base. Using red
cabbage as an indicator
they could test for pH to
make their scientific
findings.
AAUW got a big thanks
from Todd Mench of the
Greenburg Central
School System.

W e s t c h e s t e r N Y A A U W N e w s le t t e r !
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CURRENT ISSUES GROUP
The Current Issues Interest Group will meet on Friday
December 7 at 10 a.m. at the Knolls in Valhalla. We will
discuss midterm election results. For further information,
contact Marie McKellar.
❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂

POETRY INTEREST GROUP
The Poetry Interest Group will meet on Tuesday afternoon
November 20 at 1:30 p.m. in the home of Doris Lowenfels.
We will discuss the work of Richard Hugo and David
Wagoner.
❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂

AAUW BOOK GROUP MEETINGS!
D A YT IME LIT ERA T URE GROUP
The Daytime Literature Group will have its holiday
luncheon at 12 noon at the Crabtree Kittle House in
Chappaqua on Wed., December 20.
Send $30 check to Mary Ellen LeClair if you plan to
attend.
T UESD A Y MORN IN G LIT GROUP
The Tuesday Morning Lit Group will meet on December
11 in the home of Connie Partridge at 10 a.m. Weʼll
discuss the novel, Black and Blue, by Anna Quindlen.
Please contact Wilma Gitchel if youʼd like to join this
great circle of friends.
EV EN IN G LIT ERA T URE GROUP
The Evening Literature Group will meet at Lexington
Square Cafe in Mt. Kisco, at 6 p.m. on Wednesday,
December 5. Sue Lambert will lead the discussion of
Before We Were Yours by Lisa Wingate.
Please let Ellen Eschmann know if you plan to attend.

westchester-ny.aauw.net/

W e s t c h e s t e r N Y A A U W N e w s le t t e r !
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HOLIDAY GIFTS FOR CHILDREN
At our Holiday Brunch we will collect gifts and monetary donations for the children of mothers in
the Bedford Hills Correctional Facility. This year, it is anticipated that over 200 mothers at Bedford
Hills Correctional will select gifts for about 500 children.
Suggested items include:
Ages 0-2: Clothing: for Newborns to 4T (No Blue, Black, Orange, Gray); Baby Blankets (Toddler
Size - No Solid Colors of Blue, Black, Orange, Gray); Rattles
Ages 3-5: Large Trucks; Baby Alive Dolls; Disney Frozen Character Items; Crafts Sets; Baby Dolls;
Disney Princess Dolls
Ages 6-10: Legos; K’Nex/Playmobile; Barbie/Bratz/Monster High Dolls; Trucks; Transformers;
Actions Figures;Cranium, Brain Quest; Painting and Art Sets
Ages 11-17: Craft Kits; Sports Balls - Basketball, Soccer, Football; Baseballs, Mitts (No Bats); Chess
and Checker Games; Friendship Bracelet Kits; How to Knit/Crochet Books; Make-Up Kits Only (No
Mirror or Glass); Burt’s Bees Lip Gloss; Burt’s Bees Shower Gel And
Body Wash (No Alcohol in Ingredient List); Wallets (boys and girls),
Burt’s Bees Face Wash; Sunglasses (No Bling); Board Games for Ages
10 and Up
If you cannot attend the brunch, please bring your gift to the November
branch meeting and leave it on the side of the room near the entrance.
They will be picked up af t er t he m eet ing . You can also send donations

to A die Sho re at her home ( 8 Oakst w ain Rd, Scarsdale, 1 0 5 8 3 ) .

From the AAUW Westchester Presidents' Corner
Stephanie Lemnios & Lorrin Johnson, AAUW Westchester Co-Presidents
Congratulations and a big thank you to the WizGirls planning committee and all of you who
volunteered on another successful event on November 3rd!
If you are new to AAUW Westchester or are interested in re-connecting with AAUW friends, we
would like to encourage you to attend the annual AAUW Holiday Luncheon on Wednesday,
December 12 at Tesoro DʼItalia Restaurant in Pleasantville. In the spirit of the holidays, there
will be toys and/or donations collected for the children of Bedford Prison inmates. It is simply a
nice event to celebrate long-time friends and an opportunity to meet new interesting women.
Also, on a different subject, please mark your calendars for our January program
meeting that will be held on Saturday, January 5 at 10:30 a.m. The program will be
“The History of the Bowery”, and the speaker will be Steve DeVillo from the Bronx
River Alliance. We are trying a Saturday for an AAUW Branch meeting to try to
reach a broader audience. We hope that you will attend for an interesting program
and networking.
If you have any questions about this
programing or other AAUW related subjects,
please feel free to contact either of us.
W e s t c h e s t e r N Y A A U W N e w s le t t e r !
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Call to the 2019
Cooperstown Convention
If you enjoy visiting wineries, microbreweries or distilleries then schedule
some extra time before or after the
April 26-28, 2019 Cooperstown
Convention to visit Cooperstown
Beverage Trail Attractions. Long before
people visited Cooperstown for the
Baseball Hall of Fame, people traveled to Cooperstown for fine world-class adult
beverages. Cooperstown was once known as the hops-growing capital of North
America.
The Cooperstown Beverage 37-mile Trail includes eight well-known establishments: Bear
Pond Winery, Cooperstown Brewing Company, Brewery Ommegang, the Fly Creek Cider
Mills, Butternuts Beer & Ale, Rustic Ridge Winery, Cooperstown Distillery, and the Pail Shop
Vineyards. All eight establishments offer close-ups on how their products are made and
special offers to their visitors.
The Brewery Ommegang is
located on a former hop farm in
the Susquehanna River Valley.
The brewery is the first
farmstead brewery built in this
country over the last century.
They use Belgian brewing
techniques, such as open
fermentation and warm cellaring to create uniquely favored beers. They source their
ingredients, such as, coriander, sweet orange peel, ginger, star anise, and grains of
paradise from Belgium, Czech and America. Using these unique ingredients produces full
body ales with translucent colors. They are open 12pm. to 5pm. daily with tastings
offered every half hour.
If you would like to learn more about hops production from growing, harvesting, drying,
pressing and bailing hops and their history in the Cooperstown Area, please plan to join
us for our Friday, April 26th Afternoon Event being held at both the Farmers’ Museum and
Fenimore Art Museum. The Farmers’ Museum currently has an exhibit on display called
Hops On Tap, with a friendly innkeeper in their 1790’s tavern sharing the history of hops.
Registration for the Friday, April 26th Afternoon Event will be on the convention
registration form with a registration deadline of Sunday, April 14, 2019.

W e s t c h e s t e r N Y A A U W N e w s le t t e r !
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THE IMPORTANCE AND POWER OF VOTING
by Selena Barron
The 2018 Midterm Election highlighted the power and importance of each and
every vote. As of November 13 there were still at least four election results that
were too close to call and all the ballots had to be recounted in some races in
Florida and Georgia.
Desaline Victorʼs voting story should be an inspiration for all of us to never miss a voting opportunity.
Desaline was born on December 15, 1910 in Gonaives, Haiti. In Haiti women werenʼt granted the right to
vote until 1957. However, as reported in the Miami Herald, she said “I never voted in Haiti it wasnʼt safe. In
this country I have the right to vote. In Haiti I did not.” Desaline came to the U.S. at age 79 and became a
migrant farm worker. In 2005 she became a naturalized citizen and at age 97 voted for the first time in the
2008 presidential election.
For the 2012 presidential election Desaline, at age 102, was determined to vote for Barack Obama. She
was in a long line and was told it could take six hours. She insisted on waiting to vote. A group of people
stayed with her in line to support her. At the time she told a reporter that she wanted to vote for President
Obama because he loved the old people. When she finally was able to vote and put on a sticker that read,
I Voted, the crowd cheered. She was awarded a large surprise for her persistence. President Obama
invited her to sit in Michelle Obamaʼs box as he gave his state of the Union address in which he
mentioned her. She then went to the White House to visit with the president and his wife. She returned to
North Miami as a celebrity. Congresswoman Frederica Wilson, Miami-Dade commissioners Jean
Monestime and Audrey M. Edmonson, former mayor Andre Pierre, and School Board member Dorothy
Bendross-MandIn all praised her. Desiline had a completely different voting experience when she arrived
to vote in the 2016 election. She arrived in a stretch limousine. The community came together to honor
her. There was a tent set up in the library parking lot and there was music and dancing. Local officials
again praised her. In a wheelchair she entered the building and went straight to the head of the line to
vote. She then rode into the newly named Desiline Victor Voting Wing of the North Miami Library. Her
close friend, Carline Paul, said “She took voting very seriously because she realized it was a privilege.”
The midterm results reflect the effort put in by women who ran for office. More than 250 women set a
record as they ran for state legislative races, governorships, and national office. At least 100 women are
expected to become members of the House of Representatives in 2019. This is up from 84 currently
serving. This number may increase as close races are decided. The winners of several races broke
through barriers.
★ The first Muslim Women elected to Congress: Ilhan Omar won in Minnesotaʼs 5th Congressional
District and Rashida Tlaib won in Michiganʼs 13th Congressional District
★ The first Native American Women: Sharice Davids from Kansas and Deb Haaland from New Mexico
★ The first female African American representative from New England: Ayanna Pressley
★ The first Latina representatives from Texas: Veronica Escobar and Sylvia Garcia
★ 41 women of color
★ The youngest woman elected to the House: 29 year old Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez of New York
Even with this increase in the number of women who will serve in Congress, the overall representation of
women is not close to the 52% of females inn the population. With inspiration from Desaline Victorʼs belief
in the importance of each personʼs responsibility to vote and data from the midterm elections that shows
the power of each vote, we can all be determined to use that power and always vote. We are women
making a difference!
W e s t c h e s t e r N Y A A U W N e w s le t t e r !
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EXPLORE YOUR OPPORTUNITIES
THE SKY’S THE LIMIT!
Lorrin Johnson and Stephanie Lemnios, Co-Presidents
We’re happy to report that work for our 16th
Annual conference for seventh grade girls is
proceeding very well.
At our planning meeting recently, Diona
Koerner reported that she has confirmed 12
workshops. That most of these are returning
from last year says loads about the passion of
the Workshop Leaders for showing these
young students some of the paths for
interesting careers in the STEM (Science,
Technology, Engineering and Mathematics)
fields. Diona has four more to go and is hot
on the trail of some interesting and engaging
new hands-on classes.
For the accompanying adults, Shivaleela
Keerthy reported that she will be inviting two
of their Workshop Leaders to return. In a third
workshop attendees will have the opportunity
to meet our Mystery Women and learn about
their careers. And a fourth workshop will
provide information about financial aid for college students. In addition, we
are planning to use the beautiful new computer lab at the College of Mount
Saint Vincent, our partner, to share important information about Internet use.
After all these years, one of the founders of EYO, Wilma Gitchel, will be
stepping down at the end of this conference year. While we will miss her, this
change provides us with an impetus to reflect on our options. We see a bright
future, continuing on the same lines as before, but also possibly spreading
our word further in the community by engaging with other, like-minded,
organizations as partners in new ventures for pursuing our mission,
advancing gender equity for women and girls through research, education,
and advocacy.
We invite you, our branch member, to join the Planning Committee for EYO as
we move forward. We’ve built up substantial momentum in a collegial
atmosphere and are looking forward to working with more of you. Each job on
the Committee provides a great way to gain leadership skills. Please let us
know that you would like to join us. You don’t have to be a scientist—a strong
interest in making a difference in the lives of these young students and our
Workshop Volunteers is what we need. Onward!
W e s t c h e s t e r N Y A A U W N e w s le t t e r !
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3 4 Scenic Circle
Crot on on Hudson, NY 1 0 5 2 0
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12/3
12/5
12/7
12/10
12/10
12/11
12/12
12/14
12/17
12/18
12/18
12/20
12/24
12/31

Monday Bridge Group
Evening Literature Group
Current Issues Discussion Group
Deadline for submitting for CHIPS
Monday Bridge Group
Tuesday Morning Literature Group
Holiday Luncheon
EYO Planning Meeting
Monday Bridge Group
Financial Interest Group
Poetry Interest Group
Daytime Lit Group Luncheon
Monday Bridge Group
Monday Bridge Group

W e s t c h e s t e r N Y A A U W N e w s le t t e r !

Lexington Sq. Cafe, Mt. Kisco
The Knolls in Valhalla, NY
Connie Partridge’s Home
Tesoro D’Italia Ristorante
College of Mt. St. Vincent
Sophie Keyes’ Home
Janice Rabinowitz’s Home
Crabtree Kittle House

11 a.m.
6 p.m.
10 a.m.
11 a.m.
10 a.m.
12:30 p.m.
1:30 p.m.
11 a.m.
10 a.m.
1:30 p.m.
12 p.m.
11 a.m.
11 a.m.
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