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2019 AAUW NEW YORK STATE CONVENTION
SET IN HISTORIC COOPERSTOWN
By Jean Havens, AAUW NYS Communications/Visibility Director
“A League of Their Own”, the 1992 feature film that
grossed over $107 million and went on to become a
cultural phenomenon, highlighted the role of women in the
male-dominated sport of baseball in the 1940s. The AllAmerican Girls Professional Baseball League, which
began in 1943 and lasted for a dozen years, featured over
500 players throughout its existence. Much like AAUW, the
League gave women a sense of pride in accomplishment
and encouraged its players to become leaders in a sport
they loved.
Appropriately enough, the 2019 New York State Convention of AAUW will take place in Cooperstown,
home of the National Baseball Hall of Fame and Museum, April 26 to 28. Plan now to come see why
AAUW members themselves are in a league of their own as they advance gender equity for women and
girls through research, education, and advocacy.
The conventionʼs theme, “Women Leaders: Facing the Future Together” will be carried out during the
weekend as AAUW members from around the state gather to meet friends old and new, share branch
programs and project ideas, and listen to speakers from national AAUW. A variety of workshops are
being developed from which participants can choose to explore such topics as women in sports, STEM
programming, understanding the language of the LGBTQ community, healthcare issues, women in
retirement, and the concept of intersectionality as it affects AAUWʼs new mission statement.
Among the featured speakers will be baseball prodigy Kate Bronnell who, in May 2005, at the age of 11
pitched a “perfect perfect game”, striking out all 18 boys who came to the plate. (She was the only girl in
her Oakfield, NY, Little League program.) Her feat led to television appearances and a trip to the White
House. Kate, now 25, has her baseball jersey enshrined in the Baseball Hall of Fame.
Another speaker will be AʼLelia Bundles, the great-great-granddaughter of Madame C.J. Walker, a
pioneer in the modern black haircare and cosmetics industry. A resident of Irvington, Walker went on to
become a self-made American businesswoman and millionaire who was active in philanthropy and
social activism.
Saturdayʼs plenary session will offer tips on mentoring leaders in your branch and your community.
Within the convention there will be opportunities for activities such as belly dancing and wine tasting,
while pre- and post-convention tours have been arranged for area sites such as to the Fenimore
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Museum and the Farmers Museum, as well as the Baseball Hall of
Fame. The convention itself will be housed in the historic Otesaga Hotel
on the shores of Otsego Lake (or, as James Fenimore Cooper
called it, “the Glimmerglass”).
Plan now to register for this fun- and information-packed weekend as
you share the AAUW experience with others who are also in a league of
their own!

AAUW JANUARY MEETING
SATURDAY, JANUARY 5, 10:30 AM
GREENBURGH LIBRARY PROGRAM
“THE STRANGE HISTORY
OF THE BOWERY”
Back by popular demand, author and
amateur historian Stephen DeVillo will
discuss his latest book on the history of The
Bowery, NY’s oldest street. Learn how the
Bowery has reinvented itself over the
centuries and has demonstrated the worst
and the best of New York City.
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ART INTEREST GROUP
On Thursday, January 10, the Art Interest Group will go to
the Asia Society for a tour of the exhibit "The Progressive
Revolution: Modern Art For a New India." If you would like
to come, please email Shelli Pines.
❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂

CURRENT ISSUES GROUP
The Current Issues Interest Group will meet on Friday
January 4 at 10 a.m. at the Knolls in Valhalla. We will
discuss FOREIGN POLICY & THE GLOBAL ECONOMY.
For further information, contact Marie McKellar.
❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂

POETRY INTEREST GROUP
The Poetry Interest Group will meet on Tuesday January 15
at 1:30 p.m. in the home of Janice Rabinowitz.
❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂

AAUW BOOK GROUP MEETINGS!
D A YT IME LIT ERA T URE GROUP
The Daytime Literature Group will meet on Thursday,
January 24 at 10 a.m. at the Ossining Library. The
group will discuss Transit of Venus by Shirley Hazzard.
Contact Judy Blanchard-Young for further information.
T UESD A Y MORN IN G LIT GROUP
The Tuesday Morning Lit Group will meet on January 8
at 10 a.m. in the home of Judy Walsh to discuss the
non-fiction book, Elephant Company, by Vicki Croke.
Please contact Wilma Gitchel if youʼre interested in
joining us.
EV EN IN G LIT ERA T URE GROUP
The Evening Literature Group will meet at Lexington
Square Cafe in Mt. Kisco, at 6 p.m. on Wednesday,
January 9. Colleen Fay will lead the discussion of A
God In Ruins by Kate Atkinson. Please call Ellen
Eschmann know if you plan to attend.
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WOMEN WHO CHANGED THE WORLD
by Selena Barron
Our Westchester AAUW branch has “ Womenʼs Impact on
History” as its theme for 2018 - 2019. As we look forward to an
active, productive, year that creates an impact by advancing
gender equity for women and girls, we recognize the importance
of learning from history and honoring women who have had
made a difference in the past.The September 2018 issue of BBC
“ History Magazine” does just that with an article that lists “100
Women who Changed the World”. The publishers asked experts
in 10 different areas to each nominate 10 women they believed had the biggest impact on world history.
Magazine readers were then asked to vote for their favorite women on the list. The ranking on the list was
then decided from the vote results. The results did provoke debate. The top 3 women are discussed
below.
1. Marie Curie changed the world twice. She named and founded the science of radioactivity and
her discoveries resulted in effective cures for cancer. She was the first woman to win a Nobel
Prize, the first female professor at the University of Paris and first person to win a second Nobel
Prize. She and her husband, Pierre Curie, identified 2 new elements, radium and polonium.
Polonium was named after Poland where she was born. During World War I, she helped equip
ambulances with x-ray equipment, and often drove them to the front line herself. When she
came to the United States to raise money for laboratories and cancer treatments, AAUW
donated funds to support her research.
2. In 1955 Rosa Parks was living in Montgomery, Alabama and commuted to work by bus. The
white seats on her bus filled up and the bus driver came and moved the colored sign one row
back and asked the black riders to move back. Three men moved but Rosa Parks refused and
the driver called the police and Rosa was arrested . Later Rosa said “The more we gave in, the
more oppressive it became”. Black residents then started a bus boycott which went on for over
a year causing the bus company to finally end seat segregation in Montgomery. Rosa Parks
protest was supported by many African Americans. She became an icon and helped to spark
the civil rights movement and remained an activist for the rest of her life. Rosa Parks received
multi awards that honored her achievements. A few are listed here. In 1979 the NAACP
awarded her its highest honor, the Springarm Medal. In 1980 she received the Martin Luther
King Award. In 1983 she was inducted into the Michigan Womenʼs Hall of Fame for
achievements in civil rights. In 1984 she received a Candace Award from the National Coalition
of 100 Black Women. In 1999 Time magazine named Parks one of the most influential and
iconic figures of the 20th century. In 1999 Bill Clinton honored her in his State of the Union
Address. He said “Sheʼs sitting down there with the first lady tonight and she may get up or not
as she chooses.” On October 30, 2006 President George W. Bush ordered all U. S. public flags
to be flown at half staff on the day of her funeral. In 2005 President George W. Bush directed
that a statue of Rosa Parks be placed in the U.S. Capitalʼs National Statuary Hall.
3. Emmeline Pankhurst was a political activist and leader of the British Suffragette movement. In
1903 with her daughters, Sylvia and Christabel, she founded the Womenʼs Social and Political
Union (WSPU). They became known as a radical party because they used extreme methods to
get their message heard. Their violent acts included smashing windows, damaging public
property and even starting fires. Many were arrested by the police and some were even
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sentenced to time in prison. At the height of the movement Emmeline addressed a crowd of
60,000 people in Trafalgar Square. She was famous for saying: “Remember the dignity of your
womanhood. Do not beg. Do not grovel. Take courage. Join hands, Stand behind us. Fight with
us. Iʼd rather be a rebel than a slave. In 1914 World War I began and Emmeline encouraged
WSPU members to put their demonstrations on hold in order to focus on the war effort.
Emmeline asked women to take jobs in factories to support the men who were fighting. In
response to her efforts, the government released all WSPU prisoners. In 1918 when the war
was over, the Representation of the People Act was introduced and passed, giving women over
the age of 30 who owned property the right to vote. So many men were killed in the war, the
government believed women would have too large a voting advantage over men if women were
given the vote at age 21. Although Emmeline Pankhurst lived to see some women gain the right
to vote, she died on June 14,1929 a few weeks before a law was passed giving all women over
21 the right to vote. Emmeline Pankhurst has been memorialized by a sculpture of her which is
set in Victoria Tower Garden next to Parliament.
These three women certainly deserve the honor and acknowledgement they received in the BBC History
Magazine. They each followed their passion to create change in order to make the world a better place for
everyone. More womenʼs stories next month!
Remember as a member of AAUW you are also a woman making a difference.

ONE OF OUR MEMBERS WINS AN AWARD!

A work of art by one of our members,
Sue Perko, was recently awarded "Best
in Show" at the annual juried exhibition
of the Scarsdale Art Association.
Her work touched on several themes:
her fatherʼs contribution and his
loss in WW II, censorship, and the
Consequences of Silence.
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EXPLORE YOUR OPPORTUNITIES—
THE SKY’S THE LIMIT!
by Wilma Gitchel, Project Co-Director
We are hard at work on our 16th Annual “Explore Your
Opportunities̶The Skyʼs the Limit!” conference for 7th
grade girls. This year the conference will be on Saturday,
March 30, 2019. EYO, as we are known for short, provides
role models of women working or studying in the STEM
(Science, Technology, Engineering, Mathematics) fields.
We do this with two hands-on, fun, exciting workshops,
along with Workshop Assistants to help the Workshop
Leaders, and Mystery Women̶all involved in the STEM
fields in some way. Our all-important Volunteers provide
information to the excited attendees and help us keep
order throughout the day. Our Steering Committee met for the third time recently; we will be going to
press shortly with our new brochure, and weʼll open registration in early January.
We do this with some 130 volunteers, and with contributions from our faithful supporters. Weʼll have
more information for you in the next issue of CHIPS. Meanwhile, if youʼd like to volunteer to help on
this exciting day, please contact Carol McMillan.
If you want to help financially, use the contribution form below.
Thanks to all of our past supporters, and thanks in advance for all of you who help us this year.
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PLEASE JOIN US!
At Program Meetings that will be held at:
 Greenburgh Public Library in January & February 2019
 Westchester Community College (Classroom Building, Lecture
Hall #100) in March, April, & May 2019
Saturday, January 5 @ 10:30am - Steve DeVillo “The History of the
Bowery” Learn the history of the Bowery, one of America’s most famous
streets, the best and the worst of New York
Location - Greenburgh Public Library
Wed, February 6 @ 10:30am - Kelli Owens “Understanding
Women’s Policy and Politics in NY” An inside look at how the
government addresses women’s issues
Location - Greenburgh Public Library
Wed, March 13 @ 6:00pm - Marcia Brewster “Water, Sanitation and
Gender: Issues for the 21st Century” A presentation by an
international expert on the impact of water resources on cultural and
economic development.
Location – Westchester Community College – Classroom Bldg,
Lecture Hall #100
Wed, April 10 @ 6:00pm - Marcia Sloman “How to Organize
Everything – Time Management” Time is our most precious
commodity. Learn how to make the most of yours.
Location - Westchester Community College – Classroom Bldg,
Lecture Hall #100
Wed, May 8 @ 6:00pm - Kjirsten Gustavson “Woman on the Wheel”
A discussion on the role of the bicycle on women’s emancipation.
Location – Westchester Community College – Classroom Bldg,
Lecture Hall #100
Wed, June 5 @ 5:30pm –Spring Fling
Location - St. Andrews Golf Club
W e s t c h e s t e r N Y A A U W N e w s le t t e r !
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3 4 Scenic Circle
Crot on on Hudson, NY 1 0 5 2 0

JANUARY 2019
1/4
1/5
1/5
1/7
1/8
1/9
1/10
1/10
1/12
1/14
1/15
1/15
1/21
1/24
1/28

Current Issues Discussion Group
Branch Meeting(Saturday!)
Board Meeting
Monday Bridge Group
Tuesday Morning Literature Group
Evening Literature Group
Deadline for submitting for CHIPS
Art Interest Group
EYO Planning Meeting
Monday Bridge Group
Financial Interest Group
Poetry Interest Group
Monday Bridge Group
Daytime Literature Group
Monday Bridge Group
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The Knolls in Valhalla, NY
Greenburgh Library
Greenburgh Library
Judy Walsh’s Home
Lexington Sq. Cafe, Mt. Kisco
Asian Society
Greenburgh Library
Sophie Keyes’ Home
Janice Rabinowitz’s Home
Ossining Library

10 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
12 p.m.
11 a.m.
10 a.m.
6 p.m.
10 a.m.
11 a.m.
10 a.m.
1:30 p.m.
11 a.m.
10 a.m.
11 a.m.
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