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EYO 16TH ANNUAL CONFERNCE
By Wilma Gitchel, Co Director
On March 30, 2019, over 400 people will converge on the College of Mount Saint Vincent
for our 16th annual conference: “Explore Your Opportunities̶The Skyʼs the Limit!”
They will include:
• 250 7th-grade girls,
• over 20 Workshop Leaders,
• over 34 Workshop Assistants,
• 4 leaders of the Workshops for accompanying adults,
• over 50 accompanying adults,
• over 40 general volunteers
• a wrap-up featuring our students talking about their experiences during the day
The AAUW study, “Why So Few?” identified several issues keeping women from participating in the fields
of Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM). One of them was the lack of role models.
Our mission has always been to provide STEM role models to young women.
This year is our 16th annual conference, and we are on track to introduce a total of 3,000 young women to
role models over the 16 years̶women working or studying in STEM fields. Our conference will have two
workshop sessions (a total of 16 for them to choose from), conducted by one or more women working in
these areas, along with two or more workshop assistants (college or high-school students studying in
these fields), as well as at least 15 mystery women for the students to interview in order to discover their
identity and professions. Thatʼs over 20 role models per student.
Diona Koerner has 16 student workshops lined up. Most of the workshop leaders are repeating their
appearance this year, because they have found the experience to be exciting, worthwhile, and fun.
Following are some of the workshop titles:
• The always popular “Hands-On Cosmetic Chemistry”
• Brain Games
• Play Doctor
• Exploring Mars (with ground robots)
• Coding to Create Digital Snowflakes
Shivaleela Keerthy has arranged for five workshops for the adults who are accompanying the students,
including:
• Keeping Your PC and your Information Safe
• Food for Thought
• An hour where they meet our Mystery Women
• Financial Aid for College
and a new one to provide a coding experience for the adults, building on a fun time several of us had
some years ago where 5th graders taught us how to code. This workshop will be lead by a college
professor and it should be just as much fun.
W e s t c h e s t e r N Y A A U W N e w s le t t e r !
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You can read the entire list with descriptions of all these exciting and fun
workshops on our website: www.aauw-eyoconference.org.
You, members of the Westchester Branch of AAUW, can be proud of this
wonderful project. Your support has made it possible.
• Youʼve helped us by referring possible Workshop Leaders,
Workshop Assistants, Mystery Women and Volunteers to us.
• Youʼve helped us by bringing your nieces, daughters and
granddaughters to attend the fun, inspiring day.
• Youʼve helped us by cheering us on.
• Youʼve helped us by volunteering for the dayʼs important work.
• Youʼve helped us when shopping at Amazon.com by entering their
website through ours. Just go to www.aauw-eyoconference.org
and click on the Amazon button at the bottom of the page. This
costs you nothing and we get a tiny percentage.
• Youʼve helped us by contributing money.
• Youʼve helped us just by being a member of our great branch.
We need new volunteers to help during the day on March 30; please
contact Carol McMillan if youʼre interested. You donʼt need to be a
scientist; most of the jobs are at the check-in desk, hall monitoring (bring
a book or your knitting!), and shepherding the students to the various
locations on campus and to the labs and classrooms.
Our financial needs persist. We hope you can find it in your hearts to
continue your financial contribution for this important work. Your
donations are tax-deductible. Kindly make your check out to AAUWWestchester Branch, and write “EYO” on the memo line, as described in
the form below. Once again, we thank you for your fine support. We
couldnʼt do this without you.

W e s t c h e s t e r N Y A A U W N e w s le t t e r !
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❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂

CURRENT ISSUES GROUP

The Current Issues Interest Group will meet on Friday
February 8 (note change from usual date) at 10 a.m. in the
Knolls, Valhalla. We will discuss Foreign Policies & the
Global Economy with emphasis on Brexit, Tariffs, & Russian/
Chinese Activity in Latin America. For further information,
contact Selena Barron, Selenabarron@ optonline.net.
❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂

POETRY INTEREST GROUP

The Poetry Interest Group will meet on Tuesday January 29
at 1:30 p.m. in the home of Janice Rabinowitz. We will
discuss the work of Theodore Roethke.
❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂

DAYTIME LITERATURE GROUP
The Daytime Literature Group will meet on Thursday,
February 21 at 10 a.m. at the Ossining Library. The
group will discuss Mrs. Dalloway by Virginia Woolf.
Contact Judy Blanchard-Young for further information.

TUESDAY MORNING LIT GROUP
The Tuesday Morning Lit Group will meet in the home of
Diona Koerner on February 12 at 10 a.m. to discuss the
non-fiction book, The Underground Girls, by Jenny
Nordberg. Please contact Wilma Gitchel if youʼre
interested in joining us for conversation, fun, and
enlightenment.

EV ENING LITERATURE GROUP
The Evening Literature Group will meet at Lexington
Square Cafe in Mt. Kisco, at 6 p.m. on Wednesday,
February 13. Barbara Lehman will lead the discussion of
The Woman Next Door by Yewande Omotoso. Please
call Ellen Eschmann if you plan to attend.

Annual Fund Note, Mary Logan
A big thank you to everyone who contributed to AAUW’s
Annual Fund campaign. We raised nearly $6,000.00 from over
45 members. Your ongoing support of the organization’s
mission to promote equity for women and girls through
providing funding for mission-critical initiatives is greatly
appreciated.
W e s t c h e s t e r N Y A A U W N e w s le t t e r !

ANNUAL AAUW ART CONTEST
Through February 7, submit an electronic
version of your design to the AAUW Art Contest
web page. Your entry can be photography, a
digital photo of your painting, drawing,
sculpture, or any other form of visual art.
AAUW members can vote for their favorite
images once a day from February 12 until
February 26. The winning entries as well as the
artists’ biographies will be featured on a
collection of AAUW notecards that will be
mailed to members this spring.
For more information, to submit artwork, and to
see last year’s art gallery, please visit the
AAUW Art Contest web page.
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WOMEN WHO CHANGED THE WORLD PART TWO
by Selena Barron
In a period filled with continued animosity, division, lies, personal attacks and lack of compromise, it is
useful to recognize some of the women who made the list of the September 2018, BBC History Magazine,
survey of 100 Women Who Changed the World. Many of the women made the list despite dealing with
gender discrimination and other challenges that they were forced to overcome. The publishers asked
experts in ten different areas to each nominate ten women they believed had the biggest impact on world
history. Magazine readers were then asked to vote for their favorite women on the list. The ranking on the
list was determined by the vote results. Number 3, Augusta Ada Byron and number 4, Rosalind Franklin
are discussed below. Out of the first five women on the list, three made their mark in science!
Augusta Ada Byron was born December 10,1815, the daughter of famous poet, Lord
Byron. Five weeks after Ada was born, her mother asked for a separation from Lord Byron,
and was granted sole custody. Ada never met her father again. In a biography she wrote
about Ada Lovelace, Agnes Scott says Adaʼs mother was terrified she would become a
poet with her fatherʼs personal problems. Ada showed mathematical talent at a very early
age and her mother did everything to bring her up as a mathematician and scientist. Ada
did have a lifelong love of poetry and in her 30ʼs she wrote to her mother, “if you canʼt give me poetry,
canʼt you give me poetical science?” In her description of mathematics she used imagination and
metaphors. At the age of 17, Ada met Mary Somerville, a mathematician whose texts were used at
Cambridge. She encouraged Adaʼs mathematical studies and introduced Ada to Charles Babbage in
1834. He discussed his ideas for a new calculating engine, the Analytical Engine. He thought it was
possible to create a calculating engine that could not only foresee, but could also act on that foresight.
Babbage reported on the development of his engine in 1841 at a seminar in Turin. An article about the
engine development was written in French by Menabrea. In 1843, Ada, then married and the mother of
three children under eight, translated Menabreaʼs article. She showed Babbage the translation and he
suggested that she add her own notes. The notes, published in 1843, were three times longer than the
article. In her notes she predicted that the machine might be used to compose complex music, to produce
graphics, and would have both a practical and scientific use. She was correct. Ada suggested to Babbage
that she write a plan for the machine to calculate Bernoulli numbers. Thus she became the first
programmer and the first woman who successfully used a program. Ada died at the young age of 36 but
she is remembered as a pioneer in a field that led to computers and has transformed lives around the
globe. In 1979 a software language developed by the U.S. Department of Defense was named Ada in her
honor.
Rosalind Franklin was born in London in 1920. When she was 15 she knew she wanted to
be a scientist and took and passed the entrance exam for Cambridge University. However,
Franklinʼs father objected to women going to college and refused to pay her tuition. Her
mother and aunt finally changed his mind and Franklin enrolled in the all-female, Newnham
College in Cambridge University in 1938. After graduation, she went to work at the British
Coal Utilization Research Association where she researched new ways to use coal and
charcoal. Her work on the micro-structures of carbon fibers later played a role in the use of
carbon composites in air and spacecraft construction. In 1951 she was hired by Kingʼs College to work on
DNA. She clashed with Maurice Wilkins who thought she was his assistant, not his equal. She thought she
was to be completely independent. Their relationship deteriorated and Wilkins, without telling her, shared
Franklinʼs research with James Watson and Francis Crick. In his 1968 book,The Double Helix, Crick
demeaned Franklin, criticized her appearance and said “She had to be put in her place.” Watson, Crick
and Wilkins were honored with the Nobel prize for their DNA research. Franklin was left out. There are still
W e s t c h e s t e r N Y A A U W N e w s le t t e r !
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questions as to how much of her work was the basis for their discovery of DNA”s structure. However, she
has many supporters who believe her work was fundamental to their discovery and she should have
received the Nobel prize with them. If she had lived longer, she might have qualified for more than one
Nobel Prize. She worked with chemist Aaron Klug in discovering the structure of viruses. In 1982 Klug
won the Nobel Prize for their work. However, based on the rules, the Nobel Prize cannot be awarded
posthumously. Franklin died in 1938 at age 37, Franklin was never friendly with Watson, but Crick and his
wife welcomed her into their home while she was being treated for ovarian cancer. Her work has had a
global impact and she has been honored. In 1997 an amateur Australian Astronomer, John Broughton,
discovered an asteroid which he named 9241 Rosfranklin. In 2004 the Chicago University Medical School,
renamed itself the Rosalind Franklin University of Medicine and Science. Several books, TV
documentaries and plays have been written about the gender discrimination she faced and the
significance of her discoveries.
AAUW has a strong commitment to support young girls and women in their choice of careers. Two of our
programs this year introduce STEM careers in a fun, welcoming, learning environment. In September over
200 young girls attended WIZ Girls, an introduction to engineering. They participated in workshops and a
team activity building racing cars. On March 30th our AAUW branch will sponsor a conference for 7th
grade girls, EYO, Exploring Your Opportunities. 225 girls will participate in workshops, and have an
opportunity to meet women already working in STEM careers. They will try to match these mystery women
with their biographies, The biographies also include information about their families, pets and hobbies
sending a message that women in STEM careers are just like everyone else. Running and Winning, a
program we sponsor with the League of Women Voters and the YWCA, introduces 11th and 12th grade
girls to careers in government and the process and steps that a candidate for election must take. Elected
women meet with the girls, discuss their steps to winning and urge the attendees to get involved in school
or activity leadership.The girls then form teams, choose a candidate and develop a plan for her election.
Our branch can be proud of the inclusive programs, based on acceptance, idea sharing, team participation
and supporting each other that we sponsor. We offer a role model that the girls can take away and utilize
no matter what career they choose. As a member, volunteer to help at these programs as much as you
can one day is great! As AAUW women, we do make a difference.

AAUW FEBRUARY MEETING
FEBRUARY 6, 10:30 AM, GREENBURGH LIBRARY

“Understanding Women’s Policy and Politics in NY” An inside
look at how the government addresses women’s issues
SPEAKER: KELLI OWENS
DIRECTOR OF WOMEN'S AFFAIRS NY STATE GOVERNOR’S OFFICE
Kelli Owens was appointed Director of Women's Affairs in the NY State Governorʼs Office in 2017. Prior
to this position, she held the position of Legislative Affairs Coordinator at the Office of Children and
Family Services. Prior to joining the administration, Ms. Owens was the Vice President of External Affairs
for Family Planning Advocates/ Planned Parenthood Advocates of New York. Earlier in her career, she
was Congressional Staff Assistant to then U.S. Congressman Sherwood Boehlert. Ms. Owens has also
served as Human Services Coordinator for the Office of the Oneida County Executive and Director of
Operations for New York State Senator Raymond Meier. She also served as Regional Administrator for
the New York State Department of Laborʼs Central New York and the Mohawk Valley. Ms. Owens
received her B.A. of Political Science from Utica College of Syracuse University and has done graduate
work at the Maxwell School, Syracuse University.
W e s t c h e s t e r N Y A A U W N e w s le t t e r !
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2/4
2/6
2/6
2/8
2/8
2/10
2/11
2/12
2/13
2/18
2/19
2/19
2/21
2/25

Monday Bridge Group
Branch Meeting
Board Meeting
Current Issues Discussion Group
EYO Planning Meeting
Deadline for submitting for CHIPS
Monday Bridge Group
Tuesday Morning Literature Group
Evening Literature Group
Monday Bridge Group
Financial Interest Group
Poetry Interest Group
Daytime Literature Group
Monday Bridge Group

W e s t c h e s t e r N Y A A U W N e w s le t t e r !

Greenburgh Library
Greenburgh Library
The Knolls in Valhalla, NY
College of Mt. St. Vincent
Diona Koerner’s Home
Lexington Sq. Cafe, Mt. Kisco
Sophie Keyes’ Home
Janice Rabinowitz’s Home
Ossining Library

11 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
12 p.m.
10 a.m.
1:30 p.m.
11 a.m.
10 a.m.
6 p.m.
11 a.m.
10 a.m.
1:30 p.m.
10 a.m.
11 a.m.
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