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RUNNING AND WINNING WORKSHOP
Submitted by Mary Logan
On April 11th, the League of Women Voters of
Westchester, AAUW-Westchester, the YMCA White
Plains, with financial support from the Westchester
Community Foundation and AAUW, hosted its 8th
annual Running & Winning Workshop. This day-long
event gives young women in high school the
opportunity to explore public service as a career.

Wednesday
June 19
at 5:30 p.m.
St. Andrews Club

10 Old Jackson Ave.
Hastings On Hudson, NY
Our AAUW branch will honor our scholarship
recipients. We will also welcome and honor all
recent AAUW branch members. The subsidized
ticket price $30 for AAUW Westchester Branch
members and guests and * sp e cial p ricing of
$15 for our NEW AAUW Westchester members
(those who have joined the Westchester Branch
from July 2017 on)
Menu: Hors d'oeuvres and drinks from the cash bar
on the patio; seated, served dinner, including chef's
salad choice, salmon and chicken, and chef's
dessert choice.
$30 (or *$15) checks made out to AAUW
Westchester Branch should be mailed to AAUW
Westchester, PO Box 549 White Plains, NY 10602.
If you wish to write one check for both the Fling and
Dues the check would be for $125 (or *$110).

REMINDER OF DUES RENEWAL

G r a p h ic f r o m L W V o f W e s t c h e s t e r .

W e s t c h e s t e r N Y A A U W N e w s le t t e r !

Membership in AAUW expires at the end of
June so it's time to renew. $95 covers national,
state, and branch dues. For those who are life
members, the state and branch portion is $36.
All but $3 of the national dues is tax
deductible. Make checks payable to AAUW
Westchester and mail to AAUW Westchester,
PO Box 549 White Plains, NY 10602. If you
prefer to pay by credit card, this option will be
available on the branch website. A $1 service
charge will apply.
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AAUW NEW YORK STATE CONVENTION HIGHLIGHTS
By Jean Havens
From ping-pong balls flying wildly around the STEM
workshop room to hearing the amazing pitching
history of National Baseball Hall of Famer Kate
Brownell, the focus of the 2019 AAUW New York State convention was on
action. AAUW Managing Director and Chief of Staff Shannon Wolfe told
us of actions being taken on the national level to keep our organization on
a solid footing. LAF litigant Paul Thein shared with us the results of his
having taken action at Feather River Community College to stand up for
student safety and Title IX compliance.
Housed in the historically elegant Otesaga Hotel Resort in Cooperstown,
the conference ran from April 26 to 28. Attending from our Westchester
Branch were: Lorrin Johnson, branch co-president; Jane Pendergast,
state program vice president; Barbara Sarver, state membership vice
president; and Jean Havens, state director of communications and
visibility. As you can see, our branch has a major presence on the state
level! The annual convention, however, is open to every member, so why
not begin planning now to attend the 2020 convention at the Woodcliff
Hotel and Spa in the Rochester area?
Mayor Ellen Tillapaugh welcomed the convention to Cooperstown and
encouraged us to visit such local attractions as the Fenimore Museum, the
Farmers Museum with its historic carousel, and, of course, the National
Baseball Hall of Fame. Along with the STEM workshop mentioned earlier,
convention workshops highlighted the current status of the Equal Rights
Amendment, the future of women in college athletics, healthcare issues,
the impact of language on the LGBTQ community, and the importance of
intersectionality on all levels of AAUW.
Plenary sessions, opportunities for networking, and a seemingly nonstop
series of delicious buffet meals kept participants going night and day. It
was an informative, enjoyable way to spend a weekend in the land of
James Fenimore Cooperʼs Glimmerglass (Lake Otsego). Weʼll hope youʼll
join us at next yearʼs convention as we celebrate the 100th anniversary of
women in New York State having the right to vote!

W e s t c h e s t e r N Y A A U W N e w s le t t e r !
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❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂

ART INTEREST GROUP
On Thursday, June 13, the Art Interest Group will visit the
American Folk Art Museum to see the exhibit “Made in New
York City: The Business of Folk Art.” If you would like to join
us, email Shelli Pines.
❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂

CURRENT ISSUES GROUP
The Current Issues Interest Group will meet on Friday
morning June 7th at 10 a.m. at the Knolls in Valhalla. We
will continue discussing UNETHICAL AND ILLEGAL
CONDUCT. For further information contact Marie
McKellar mariemck@optonline.net
❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂

POETRY INTEREST GROUP
The Poetry Interest Group will meet on Tuesday, June 18
at 1:30 p.m. in the home of Janice Rabinowitz.
❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂

DAYTIME LITERATURE GROUP
The Daytime Literature Group will meet on June 20 at
10 a.m. at the Ossining Library to nominate, discuss
and select our 2019-2020 reading list. Details will be
sent to members in an email before the meeting.
Contact Judy Blanchard-Young for further
information.

TUESDAY MORNING LIT GROUP
The Tuesday Morning Lit Group will meet on June 11
at 10 a.m. in the home of Selena Barrons. The
meeting will be in two parts: first weʼll discuss the
novel, Buried Giant, by Kazuo Ishiguro. Next, weʼll
select our books for next season. Please contact
Wilma Gitchel if youʼd like to join us.

EV ENING LITERATURE GROUP
The Evening Literature Group will hold its year-end
picnic and book selection meeting at 5 p.m. on
Wednesday, June 12 at the home of Barbara Wright.
Please let Barbara know via e-mail or phone what
you plan to bring.
W e s t c h e s t e r N Y A A U W N e w s le t t e r !
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CURRENT ISSUES
- by Selena Barron
As recently discussed on the AAUW website, we can be proud of statistics
that show that the current college student body is more racially and ethnically
diverse than ever before. In the 2019 graduating class women will earn 57%
of bachelorʼs degrees and will outnumber men in obtaining degrees at all
levels of degrees in higher education.
However, the cost of obtaining their degrees is also at a record high. The
financial cost is particularly burdensome for women. According to a new
AAUW analysis women hold nearly two thirds, approximately $929 billion, of
the total $1.46 billion of outstanding student loan debt in the United States.
However, women, on average still earn 20% less than men. Women of color face an even larger gender pay
gap percentage, which makes it even more difficult for them to pay back their loans.
AAUW is advocating for legislators to safeguard and expand Pell Grants and other sources of financial aid.
AAUW also supports moving toward tuition-free and debt-free options for students, elimination of the gender
pay gap, and access to affordable day care. Passage of the House of Representatives Federal Paycheck
Fairness Act is also an AAUW priority.
After their graduation, we can also praise those women who go on to become entrepreneurs. Some of these
women are now also celebrated publicly, offered services and recruited as customers. For example The NY
Times on May 8th ran six full pages of an ad sponsored by Mastercard that highlighted the ideas and
accomplishments of four women entrepreneurs and outlined the services that Mastercard is offering to women
as they develop their businesses.
Sonja Rasula is the founder of Unique Markets, a pop-up retail experience, where hundreds of independent
designers, artists and emerging small businesses display and sell their goods. Sonja has grown her temporary
marketplace to multiple cities across the U.S., helping small business owners get exposure and drive sales.
Deepica Mutyalaʼs idea began when she was unable to find makeup matching her skin tone. She is the
founder and CEO of Live Tinted, a digital platform and product line for women of all shades to find a sense of
community. Since 2018 Live Tinted has continued to change the conversation around beauty and empower
women.
Morgan De Baun thought black millennials werenʼt represented enough in mainstream channels and she
came up with an idea to correct the problem. She is the CEO and Founder of Blavity Inc., a media startup and
lifestyle brand for black millennial entrepreneurs, innovators and creators. Since its beginning in 2014, Morgan
has moved participating businesses to the next level.
Catherine Bermanʼs idea was to use financial innovation to build stronger communities. So she created
CNote, an award winning investment platform allowing individuals and institutions to earn a competitive return
while investing in women, minorities and small businesses. She worked with Mastercardʼs Start Path Program
to increase her business so she could support community development.
As part of their business Mastercard recognizes the power of womenʼs ideas and provides essential services
to help them achieve their goals. Their Start Path program provides tools to develop and grow their
businesses. Their Mastercard Womenʼs Business Advisory Council provides needed advice. The Mastercard
small business card solutions can help womenʼs businesses run more efficiently. Mastercardʼs partnerships
with Accion or Grameen America can help unlock funding support and leverage. Mastercardʼs involvement is
good business for them and for the women they reach out to. We applaud both the efforts of the women
highlighted by Mastercard and the tools and services provided to them by Mastercard. As members of AAUW
we support educational opportunities for women, eliminating the gender pay gap and providing environments
in the workplace that allow women equal opportunities to excel as employees or to create, develop and
become the CEOs for their own businesses.
As AAUW members we are women making a difference!.
W e s t c h e s t e r N Y A A U W N e w s le t t e r !
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SUMMER ACTIVITIES 2019
Nancy Vincent, Jean Havens: Co-chairs, Summer Activities
Branch-member-developed Summer Activities are a fun way to keep up with your fellow AAUW members
from July through August when things slow down a bit. Here are descriptions of proposed activities for you to
sign up for at the Spring Fling. In some cases, more details will be provided at that time. If, in the meantime,
you yourself come up with a Summer Activity, please contact Jean Havens or Nancy Vincent with the details.

July 10 – A Visit to the Center for the Urban River at Beczak (CURB) in Yonkers
Scheduled for 10:00 a.m. ‒ 11:30 a.m., this program, arranged by Carol McMillan, will
teach us about the Hudson River from start to finish, including an interactive estuary
model, learning about the animals in the Centerʼs tanks, and walking down to the river
itself. The aquaria feature native Hudson River species including a variety of fish,
crabs, turtles, and oysters. Other species on display include a 13-foot-long Atlantic
sturgeon and American eels. There will be a small fee as a contribution to the Center.
Launched in June 2013, CURB is an alliance
of Sarah Lawrence College and the Beczak
Environmental Education Center. It is located
less than a half-mile from X2O, so you can learn more about the Hudson and then have a delicious lunch
overlooking the stunning Palisades, or just do one or the other.

July 10 – Lunch at X2O in Yonkers
This is always a popular Summer Activity organized by Selena Barron.
More details at the Spring Fling.

July 26 -- Octagon House Tour
Over the years have you gazed from afar at the Octagon House located in Irvington
and visible from the Old Croton Aqueduct Trail? Are you curious to know more about
this fascinating structure built in 1872? “It is the only known, fully domed octagonal
residence and the only house which replicates Donato Bramanteʼs 1502 Tempietto in
Rome.” Now is your chance to tour all three floors of its magnificent interior. We are in
the process of arranging a tour date for July 26 at 12 noon. The tour, limited to 20
participants, lasts 45 minutes and the fee is $24. Interested? Contact Nancy Vincent,
nevincent09@gmail.com or leave a voice message at 914-967-8381. There will be a
sign-up sheet at the Spring Fling.

Tentative: Preparing Dinner for Families at the Ronald McDonald House
This was a fun activity last summer and several branch members have expressed an
interest in doing it again. If someone would like to coordinate this effort, it involves working
with administrators at the Ronald McDonald House located on the grounds of the Maria
Farieri Childrenʼs Hospital in Valhalla. Group size is limited as itʼs a small kitchen.
Everyone chips in for the groceries needed for the menu selected. Again, there will be an
interest-indicator sign-up sheet at the Spring Fling.

W e s t c h e s t e r N Y A A U W N e w s le t t e r !
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3 4 SCENIC CIRCLE
Crot on on Hudson, NY 1 0 5 2 0

JUNE 2019
6/3
6/7
6/10
6/11
6/11
6/12
6/12
6/13
6/17
6/18
6/19
6/24

Monday Bridge Group
Current Issues Discussion Group
Monday Bridge Group
Tuesday Morning Literature Group
Financial Interest Group Luncheon
Board Meeting
Evening Literature Group Picnic
Art Interest Group
Monday Bridge Group
Poetry Interest Group
Spring Fling
Monday Bridge Group

W e s t c h e s t e r N Y A A U W N e w s le t t e r !

Selena Barron’s Home

11 a.m.
10 a.m.
11 a.m.
10 a.m.

Sue Lambert’s Home
Barbara Wright’s Home

10:30 a.m.
5 p.m.

Janice Rabinowitz’s Home
St.AndrewsClub

11 a.m.
1:30 p.m..
5:30 p.m.
11 a.m.

The Knolls in Valhalla, NY
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