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WELCOME BACK, AAUW MEMBERS AND FRIENDS!
By Lorrin Johnson and Marie McKellar

Welcome to the 2019̶2020 year of activities for the Westchester
Branch of AAUW! Our first Branch meeting of the year will be at the
First Unitarian Society, 25 Old Jackson Avenue, Hastings-on-Hudson,
NY, September 11 at 5:30 p.m. We will have a pot-luck supper,
and a fascinating speaker. Come one, come all! Bring your friends and have them meet our members and
experience our Branch activities. For our pot-luck supper, we ask that you bring four (4) portions to share̶
either a salad, main course, side dish, or dessert. The Branch will provide beverages, paper goods, and
cutlery.
The schedule for this first meeting is as follows:

•
•
•

5:30 p.m. Pot-Luck Supper
6:10 Short Branch Meeting
6:25 p.m. Program: Celebrity Chefdom̶A Journey in Creating Fine Cuisine. The speaker will give us
a womanʼs perspective in a male dominated field. Speaker: Josyane Colwell, President and Creative
Director, Le Moulin Event Planning and Fine Catering.

Future monthly meetings are scheduled to have speakers on the topics: “Leading the Fight to Protect
Womenʼs Rights in New York State”, “Protecting Our Health in a Wireless World”, “Breaking Barriers: A Jazz
Pianist, a UN World Traveler and a Street Walker”, “Revolution on the Bronx River”, The Empowerment of
African American Women”, “Womenʼs Issues in Westchester County”, “Libraries Now”, and “AAUW
Fellowships and Grants”. Please join us!

AAUW Westchester
Branch Meeting
Wed. September 11
at 5:30 p.m.
Potluck Dinner
First Unitarian Society
25 Old Jackson Ave,
Hastings-On-Hudson, NY
W e s t c h e s t e r N Y A A U W N e w s le t t e r !

And, join us for camaraderie and fun and worthwhile activities
with our Action and Interest Groups. Our Action Groups
include: Education Awards (for high school and eighth grade
girls); Pay Equity Outreach (workshops at colleges and
universities); Running and Winning (a workshop for junior and
senior high school girls to explore public service as a career);
and Tech Savvy Girls (a conference to encourage 7th grade
girls to explore STEM fields for careers).
Our Interest Groups include: Art Interest, Bridge, Current
Issues, Financial Group, Gourmet Dinner, Ladies Who Lunch,
Literature, Mah Jongg, and Poetry.
Remember, your dues support Equity for Women and Girls,
even if you do not have time to fully participate. We thank you
very much for your support.
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Annual Branch Potluck Dinner
WHEN: Wednesday, September 11, at 5:30 p.m.
WHERE: The First Unitarian Society of Westchester
25 Old Jackson Avenue, Hastings-on-Hudson
SPEAKER: Josyane Colwell, Le Moulin Wine Bar & Catering

Josyane w ill give

us a w om an' s perspect ive in a m ale

dom inat ed fleld.

Josyane Colwell established Le Moulin Catering in 1979. Her culinary
creativity and organizational and planning skills have brought her
international recognition.
Josyane and her team bring a
continental flair to her customdesigned gourmet menus
highlighting the best of French and
Mediterranean cuisine to delight
the most discriminating diners. To
Josyane, cooking is part of giving,
it comes from the heart, it’s not a
job. Food is nature, it should be
healthy and organic, and along
with imagination, creativity and
beauty, this is the soul of Le
Moulin Catering.
START SPREADING THE NEWS
AAUW has partnered with the New York City Economic Development
Corporation (NYCEDC) to teach 10,000 women in the Big Apple how to
negotiate for higher salaries and advocate for themselves at work. The initiative
̶ called “Ask for More” ̶ includes online training and, starting in the fall, a
series of in-person workshops in the cityʼs five boroughs. Plans are also under
way to develop Spanish-language training and programs tailored to specific
industries. Once fully implemented, Ask for More will be among the largest
salary negotiation and womenʼs leadership initiatives in the country, according to
NYCEDC.
“These workshops bring the city one step closer to the city we want to be ̶ one
where everyone is getting paid what they deserve,” said Faye Penn, Executive
Director of Women.nyc. “Our goal is for every woman to be able to articulate
their value and negotiate their financial futures,” said AAUW CEO Kim
Churches. Since AAUWʼs launched its Work Smart salary-negotiation program
in 2015, nearly 80,000 women have registered. Some participants have
reported negotiating salaries up to 20% higher than the initial offer after taking
the training. Women can sign up for the New York sessions at women.nyc/
salary-negotiation.
W e s t c h e s t e r N Y A A U W N e w s le t t e r !
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ART INTEREST GROUP
On Thursday, September 12 the Art Interest Group will go
to the Guggenheim Museum to see the exhibit Artistic
License: Six Takes On the Guggenheim Collection. If you
would like to come, please email Marlene Brenhouse.
❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂

CURRENT ISSUES GROUP
The Current Issues Interest Group will meet on Friday
September 6 at 10 a.m. in the Knolls, Valhalla. We will
discuss two topics: 2020 elections: toss-up states
and Democratic healthcare plans. Our next meeting will be
on Friday October 4. For further information please contact
Marie McKellar mariemck@optonline.net
❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂

POETRY INTEREST GROUP
The Poetry Interest Group will meet on Tuesday September
17 at 1:30 p.m. in the home of Janice Rabinowitz. We will
discuss the work of Wislawa Szmborska.
❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂

DAYTIME LITERATURE GROUP
The Daytime Literature Group will meet on Thursday,
September 26 at 10 a.m. at the Ossining Library. The
group will discuss Suitable Boy by Vikram Seth. Contact
Anita Dye for further information.

TUESDAY MORNING LIT GROUP
The Tuesday Morning Lit Group will meet at 10 a.m. on
September 10 in the home of Carol McMillan. Weʼll
discuss the novel, Pachinko, by Min Jin Lee. Please
contact Wilma Gitchel if youʼd like to join the
conversation.

EV ENING LITERATURE GROUP
The Evening Literature Group will meet at Lexington
Square Cafe in Mt. Kisco, at 5:30 p.m. on Wednesday,
September 18. Monica Hockman will lead the
discussion of The Cellist of Sarajevo by Steven
Galloway. Please call Ellen Eschmann if you plan to
attend.
W e s t c h e s t e r N Y A A U W N e w s le t t e r !
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CURRENT ISSUES - GROWING FINANCIAL POWER FOR WOMEN
- by Selena Barron
The Wall Street Journal (WSJ) on August 10th presented a very positive
view of the current and future impact of women on the U. S. economy. As
our branch begins a new year amidst anger, divisiveness and increased
domestic terrorism, the reassurances for women are both very welcome
and needed. The article was titled “When Women Bring Home a Bigger
Slice of the Bacon.ʼʼ The heading stated “The growing clout of women as
drivers of the U. S. economy will radically alter the business and investing
landscape in years to come.” They based this statement on how over the
past 50 years women have reshaped our economy and how changes
taking place now could be even more significant in the future. The WSJ
said ʻinvestors should take notice.”
As proof the WSJ provided statistics similar to those gathered by AAUW in their research. For example, in
1970 only 50% of women aged 25 to 54 were employed. Now 75% of women are employed. During that same
time period the percentage of men in the workforce has.dropped from 96% to 89%. Their advanced education
has allowed women to enter the workforce in better jobs and for increased salaries. Women now earn, on
average, 80 cents for every dollar a man earns. AAUW continues to be a strong, well respected advocate for
equal pay for women. However, the WSJ points out that despite this pay disparity, women have made gains.
In 1970 there were no women chief executives in the Fortune 500 corporations. Today there are 33 female
chief executives and all the companies in the S & P 500 have at least one woman on their board of directors.
The WSJ states “women are on a course to take a more commanding role in the years to come.” Soon
women college graduates will outnumber male graduates. According to the Pew Research Center data in
2017, 31% of women earned as much or more than their husbands; in 2,000 the percentage was 25% and In
1980 the percentage was only 13%.
The WSJ stated that “recent research has revealed that companies with female chief financial officers are less
likely to misrepresent results and companies with female directors encouraging chief executives to take fewer
risks.” The article does point out that women have not closed the gender gap in financial literacy and that
could cause them to make some poor financial decisions as they catch up. However, men also make financial
mistakes.
The WSJ discussed how these role changes for women have “radically altered what companies sell and how
they sell it.” New industries for womenʼs new roles include child care services, and online services for the
purchase and delivery of food, clothing, household items, and even cars. Women are also making more
decisions at home such as for the purchase of cars and homes and for making retirement plans. A survey
conducted by Bank of America Merrill Lynch found that as women earn more their spending habits change.
For example, 41% of women said they would use extra disposable income to pay down debt vs only 36% of
men who would pay down debt. Only 14% of women said they would use the money to buy more things
compared to 19% of men who said they would acquire more things. Women are likely to be more conservative
about their decisions to invest their money into stock funds or individual stocks and bonds. In order to acquire
women as clients, financial firms may expand their offers of more conservative choices with less risk. Firms
are also providing online and personal conferences to provide financial literacy information for their current
and potential clients.
The WSJ article ended by stating “...womenʼs growing clout is unquestionable. As they take on a larger role in
driving the economy, the business and investing landscape will be radically altered. Ignoring the changes is
the equivalent of sticking oneʼs head in shifting sand.” As AAUW members we applaud the WSJ advocacy for
the expanding future role of women in the U.S. economy. In our Westchester branch of AAUW Sue Richards
leads our Financial Interest Group and as part of our own financial literacy project on August 29, 2007
fourteen members of our branch attended a personalized lecture at the NYSE and were honored to ring the
closing bell for the NYSE.
W e s t c h e s t e r N Y A A U W N e w s le t t e r !
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2019-20 AAUW WESTCHESTER PROGRAMS AND SPECIAL EVENTS
THEME: “CONNECTING, DEVELOPING, INSPIRING ACTION”

Wed. 9/11!
Wed. 10/16!
Sat. 11/2 !
Wed. 11/6!
Wed. 12/4!
Sat. 1/4!
Wed. 2/5!
Wed. 3/4!
Sat. 3/14!
Wed. 4/1!
Thurs. 4/16!
Wed. 5/6!
Wed. 6/3!

Branch Meeting!
Branch Meeting!
New Members Coffee!
Branch Meeting!
Holiday Luncheon!
Branch Meeting!
Branch Meeting!
Branch Meeting!
EYO Conference !
Annual Branch Meeting!
Running & Winning !
Branch Meeting!
Spring Fling!

W e s t c h e s t e r N Y A A U W N e w s le t t e r !

5:30 p.m.!
10:30a.m.!
10 a.m!
10:30 a.m.!
12:30 p.m.!
10:30 a.m.!
10:30 a.m.!
10:30 a.m.!
8 a.m!
6 p.m.!
8:30 a.m.!
6 p.m.!
5:30 p.m.!

First Unitarian Society
Greenburgh Library
Marie McKellarʼs Home
Greenburgh Library
Tesoro DʼItalia Restaurant
Greenburgh Library
Greenburgh Library
Greenburgh Library
College of Mt. St. Vincent
Greenburgh Library
YWCA White Plains
Greenburgh Library
St Andrews Golf Club
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3 4 SCENIC CIRCLE
Crot on on Hudson, NY 1 0 5 2 0

SEPTEMBER 2019
9/2
9/6
9/9
9/10
9/10
9/11
9/12
9/16
9/17
9/17
9/18
9/23
9/26
9/30

Monday Bridge Group
Current Issues Discussion Group
Monday Bridge Group
Deadline for submitting for CHIPS
Tuesday Morning Literature Group
Branch Meeting (Potluck Dinner)
Art Interest Group
Monday Bridge Group
Financial Interest Group
Poetry Interest Group
Evening Literature Group
Monday Bridge Group
Daytime Literature Group
Monday Bridge Group

W e s t c h e s t e r N Y A A U W N e w s le t t e r !

The Knolls in Valhalla, NY
Carol McMillan’s Home
1st Unitarian Society, Hastings on Hudson
Guggenheim Museum
Sophie Keyes’ Home
Janice Rabinowitz’s Home
Lexington Sq. Cafe, Mt. Kisco
Ossining Library

11 a.m.
10 a.m.
11 a.m.
10 a.m.
5:30 p.m.
11 a.m.
10 a.m.
1:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
11 a.m.
10 a.m.
11 a.m.
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