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GET OUT AND

VOTE!

by Selena Barron and Phyllis Hirth
From our founding fathers, through history, to today the right to vote is at the core of our
American Democracy. Thomas Jefferson noted “We do not have government by the majority.
We have government by the majority who participate.” Years later, Abraham Lincoln colorfully
pointed out “Elections belong to the people. Itʼs their decision, if they decide to turn their backs on the fire and
burn their backsides, then they will just have to sit on their blisters”. Every vote counts. The attempt to
overturn the Affordable Care Act was defeated by one vote as Senator John McCain walked across the floor
ad gave the bill a thumbs down. AAUW has strongly supported equal opportunity and equal pay initiatives
and your vote is necessary to help impact the outcomes of these policies.
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2018, the “year of the woman”, gave us the largest number of women representing us
in Washington D.C. The number of women in State and local governments is even
greater and continues to grow. This has given us not just more women. The two
youngest members of Congress are Alexandria Ocasio Cortez of New York and Abby
Finkenauer of Iowa. Two of the newly elected women are Muslim. Sharice Davids of
Kansas is Native American and lesbian. The first black women from Massachusetts
and from Connecticut now represent us. Veronica Escobar and Sylvia Garcia are both
Hispanic women from Texas. Diversity and equal representation for all Americans is
now closer to reality. Studies show that women have a unique view on political
policies. They show more interest in issues that involve children, family, education and
health care. Coretta Scott King says “If American women would increase their voting
turnout by 10%, I think we would see an end to all of the budget cuts in programs
benefitting women and children”. Today voting rights have expanded to include more
diversity in gender, race, nationality, age, religion, and cultural differences. Your voice
must also be heard.
Author Sharon Salzburg tells us “voting is the expression of our commitment to
ourselves, one another, this country and this world.” Senator Debbie Stabenow says
“Democracy is about voting and itʼs about a majority vote. And itʼs about time we
started exercising the Democratic process”. To sum up: voting is your choice. It is the
opportunity to back the candidates you think can effect the changes you desire. The
officials who are elected and the policies they implement effect our lives. Women are
51% of the population. It is time we have equal representation.

EXPRESS YOURSELF AT THE POLLS - USE YOUR POWER
Ea r ly v o t in g is a v a ila b le f r o m O c t o b e r 2 6 t h t o N o v e m b e r 3 r d .
C o n t a c t t h e W e s t c h e s t e r C o u n t y B O E a t 9 1 4 - 9 9 5 - 5 7 0 0 f o r t im e s
a n d p la c e s f o r y o u r v o t in g d is t r ic t .

W e s t c h e s t e r N Y A A U W N e w s le t t e r !
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ART INTEREST GROUP
On Thursday, November 14, the Art Interest Group will visit
the Katonah Museum of Art to see the exhibit “Sparkling
Amazons: Abstract Expressionist Women of the Ninth
Street Show.” If you would like to join us, please email
Shelli Pines.
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CURRENT ISSUES GROUP
The Current Issues Interest Group will meet on Friday,
November 1 at 10 a.m. in The Knolls, Valhalla. Our topic
will be Political Policy Disunity. For further information
please contact Marie McKellar mariemck@optonline.net
❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂

POETRY INTEREST GROUP
The Poetry Interest Group met October 22nd to discuss the
work of Maxine Kumin. The next meeting will be at 1:30 on
Tuesday, November 19 in the home of Janice Rabinowitz.
❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂❂

DAYTIME LITERATURE GROUP
The Daytime Literature Group will meet on Thursday,
November 21 at 10 a.m. at the Ossining Library. The
group will discuss American Philosophy, A Love Story by
John Kaag. Contact Anita Dye for further information.

TUESDAY MORNING LIT GROUP
The Tuesday Morning Lit Group will meet in the home of
Marilee Scheuneman on November 12 at 10 a.m. Weʼll
discuss the memoir, Save Me the Plums, by Ruth Reichl.
Please contact Wilma Gitchel if youʼd like to join us.

EV ENING LITERATURE GROUP
The Evening Literature Group will meet at Lexington
Square Cafe in Mt. Kisco, at 5:30 p.m. on Wednesday,
November 13. Shelli Pines will lead the discussion of
The Lost Girls of Paris by Pam Jenoff. Please call Ellen
Eschmann if you plan to attend.
W e s t c h e s t e r N Y A A U W N e w s le t t e r !
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A LOT HAPPENED IN NY THIS YEAR
By Mary Logan
Octoberʼs speaker, NY State legislator Andrea StewartCousins experienced a groundbreaking year in 2019 ‒ after
242 years, she became the first woman Majority Leader of the
Senate. Other firsts were the induction of the most diverse
incoming class including a Salvadorian, two Columbians, an
Iranian, who was a refugee, a Taiwanese, a South Asian, a
Muslim, and a Costa Rican, all firsts. Another first is the most
ever number of women in the Democratic Conference at 14, and at 20 out of 63, the most ever in the whole
chamber (32%). As Stewart-Cousins observed “we know that you canʼt impact public policy unless you have
that much, so it was incredible to begin that historic session not only in a historic position but with a historic
conference and it was that, that allowed us to do the kinds of things that we were able to do.”
After nearly a decade facing a logjam of blocked legislation by previous senates, a tsunami of laws on critical
issues was passed including: reproductive health (codified legalized abortion), protection for victims of
domestic violence, child victim rights, equal pay, salary history ban, sexual harassment coverage, early voting
access, gun safety, rent protections, new ethic rules, and a property tax cap extension. And add to that
combining two primaries into one (cost savings of $50m) and a $1b budget increase for Education Aid.
Stewart-Cousins noted that for the child victim rights proposal, no one voted against it, though it had been
languishing for 10 years. She also explained how push back on codifying reproductive rights was justified for
the past dozen years as not needed due to national settled law. “But look where we are today, itʼs not a
given.” The new law legalized abortion at any time to protect a womanʼs health and removed it from the
Criminal Code and moved it to the Health Code.
In the early 1990ʼs when Stewart-Cousins and her family moved from the Bronx to Yonkers they learned that
the city was required by court order to begin a desegregation process. Thatʼs when she got involved with local
politics and worked to help elect a pro-desegregation mayor who then asked her to join his government as
Director of Community Affairs. In 1996 she began a ten-year term as a Westchester County legislator. In 2004
she lost a close race for the NY Senate but won when she ran again in 2006.
Stewart-Cousins explained that she was honored to be in her position at this point, at a critical juncture
concerning rights especially because she well remembers growing up at a time when her parentsʼ
opportunities were curtailed. Her mother aspired to be a lawyer but “people like her didnʼt even have a
doorway in so she worked as a legal secretary.” Although her father was a purple heart and bronze star WWII
veteran, because of the color of his skin he could not get a FHA mortgage due to FHA redlining rules which
werenʼt made illegal until the Fair Housing Act of 1968. “When you talk about a wealth gap and you know how
much wealth is gained because of being able to own your home and you see families that were never able to
because of government sanctions, itʼs no wonder thereʼs a wealth gap. But the same government provided
public housing and public schools. And courts eventually ruled against discrimination which benefited StewartCousins when she worked for NY Tel and was able to move into a higher paying marketing and sales position.
Eventually she took a buyout and went back to school earning a BS from Pace, teaching credentials from
Lehman College and a Masterʼs in Public Administration from Pace.
“While the same government enforced redlining, it also enforced desegregation. The difference is the
conscience, the vision, what you believe the American Dream looks like and who is sitting in those seats. Iʼm
very happy to be in this seat at this moment. I know where I came from, and I know what I believe America
looks like and I know that if we continue to invest in one another that we will be able to achieve great things
together.”
W e s t c h e s t e r N Y A A U W N e w s le t t e r !
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CELEBRATE WITH AAUW
AAUW HOLIDAY LUNCHEON
WED. DECEMBER 4 AT 12:30 P.M.
TESORA D’ITALIA, PLEASANTVILLE
On December 4th at 12:30 PM AAUW will celebrate the holidays at a luncheon at
the Tesoro D’Italia restaurant in Pleasantville. Our speaker will be our own
member, Dede Emerson, who is known for breaking glass ceilings. The
restaurant has a large parking lot and a very spacious private dining room. The
location is very easy to get to as it is very close to Exit 27, PleasantvilleThornwood, on the Sawmill River Parkway. After exiting from the north or south
turn left toward Pleasantville. Go about one half mile and the restaurant is
located on Marble Avenue, on the left hand side opposite a cemetery.
The menu includes three courses, coffee, tea and soft drinks. The restaurant is
able to comply with gluten free diets. The cost is $36. Please mail checks to
Susan Gardner, 10 Robbie Road, Cortland Manor, NY 10567 or avoid the mail and
bring a check to the November branch meeting.
2019 ANNUAL FUND CAMPAIGN
-by Mary Logan, Annual Fund Chair
Itʼs that time again to support AAUWʼs mission of advancing equity for women and girls by continuing your
kind donations to the Annual Fund Campaign. You may have noticed that with major staffing changes at
AAUW-National came more focused strategic planning with an updated mission statement: to advance gender
equity for women and girls with a focus on Education and Training, Economic Security and Leadership.
Under these three categories weʼve seen an acceleration in programs and initiatives, for example: 1) a major
expansion of Pay Equity StartSmart / WorkSmart as seen in both an online version of the workshop as well as
a newly initiated program hosting workshops in libraries throughout NYC following on from programs in
Boston, San Francisco, D.C. and elsewhere, 2) AAUW led the passage of the Paycheck Fairness Act in the
House of Representatives and notes that itʼs been a blockbuster year for state legislation as well, 3) Made an
impact highlighting that twothirds of student loan debt is
Yes, I would like to contribute to the
shouldered by women, 4)
AAUW Greatest Needs Funds in the amount of:
Continued support of legal
$1000 $500 $100 $50
$25 Other _____
cases, over 125 since 1981;
currently 7 active cases are
If you do not designate a specific fund in your check memo line, your
being supported and 5)
contribution will be applied to the AAUW Funds, # 9110.
AAUW gave $4.3m in
Name: ̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲ Phone: ̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲
education grants and
fellowships up from $3.9m last
Address: ̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲̲
year.
As you can see your donations
are being put to very good use.
Please give generously.

Please make your check out to AAUW Funds and specify in the memo line AAUW
Funds or any particular fund to which you would like your contributions applied, and
how much to each fund. Checks should be mailed to Mary Logan, 1204 Hall Ave,
White Plains, NY 10604. Thanks for your support!
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3 4 SCENIC CIRCLE
CROTON ON HUDSON, NY 1 0 5 2 0

NOVEMBER 2019
11/1
11/2
11/4
11/6
11/6
11/10
11/11
11/12
11/13
11/14
11/18
11/19
11/19
11/21
11/25

Current Issues Discussion Group
New Members Coffee
Monday Bridge Group
Branch Meeting
Board Meeting
Deadline for submitting for CHIPS
Monday Bridge Group
Tuesday Morning Literature Group
Evening Literature Group
Art Interest Group
Monday Bridge Group
Financial Interest Group
Poetry Interest Group
Daytime Literature Group
Monday Bridge Group

W e s t c h e s t e r N Y A A U W N e w s le t t e r !

The Knolls in Valhalla, NY
Marie McKellar’s Home
Greenburgh Library
Greenburgh Library
Marilee Scheuneman’s Home
Lexington Sq. Cafe, Mt. Kisco
Katonah Museum of Art
Sophie Keyes’ Home
Janice Rabinowitz’s Home
Ossining Library

10 a.m.
10 a.m.
11 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
12 p.m.
11 a.m.
10 a.m.
5:30 p.m.
11 a.m.
10 a.m.
1:30 p.m.
10 a.m.
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