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CHIPS
The monthly newsletter of the Westchester Branch of the American 
Association of University Women, Westchester County, New York 

APRIL BRANCH MEETING - WOMEN IN HIGHER EDUCATION 
Our panel of four distinguished leaders in the field of higher education will discuss current 
issues, trends and priorities in higher education, and their career paths to inspire and 
inform other women. 

WHEN: Wednesday, April 10, 2024 at 5:30pm 
WHERE: Greenburgh Public Library, 300 Tarrytown Rd, Elmsford and via Zoom. 

Visit www.greenburghlibrary.libcal.com to register for in-person 
or virtual to receive the Zoom link. 
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VOTING FOR NEXT YEARʼS OFFICERS AND BUDGET
Voting for the 2024-25 slate of officers 
(listed on page 5) and the 2024-25 
budget (shown on page 5) will take 
place at the April Branch Meeting. You 
can also vote via e-mail to Sue 
Lambert at slamb47@aol.com. 
If you do not have access to email and will not be able to attend the 
April meeting, please vote using the ballot provided on page 5.
It is important that you vote so that we reach the required quorum.

SCHOLARSHIP LUNCHEON THURSDAY, APRIL 11
On Thursday April 11 we have the chance to be treated to 
an exceptional gourmet meal and to support our Beverly 
Jordan AAUW-Westchester Endowment.  The luncheon is 
prepared and served by students in Westchester 
Community College’s Culinary and Hospitality 
Department.  The scholarships will be given to two current 
female students majoring in STEM fields at WCC.  These 
recipients will be invited to speak at our Spring Fling 
dinner in June. 
Please join us at 11:30 a.m. on April 11 at the Viking Café 
at WCC.  Guests are welcome but be sure to sign up early 
to reserve your place.  Seating is limited.  Sign up for the 
luncheon using the coupon below. 

AAUW Local Scholarship
 Luncheon

Thursday, April 11 at 11:30 a.m.
Viking Café Westchester Community College – 

75 Grasslands Road, Valhalla
Student Center-Parking Lot #8

Name: _____________________________________________

Phone #:____________________Email __________________

Address:____________________________________________
     # of People attending _____ x $35  =  $_________ 

($21 of $35 is tax deductible)
Additional Contribution $ __________ (fully tax deductible)

Please make checks payable to AAUW – Westchester 
with “scholarship” on memo line.

Mail to Marilee Scheuneman, 27 Hillside Drive, 
Yonkers, NY  10705
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TUESDAY MORNING LIT GROUP
The Tuesday Morning Lit Group will meet on April 9 
at 10 a.m. via Zoom. Weʼll discuss F. Scott 
Fitzgeraldʼs novel, The Great Gatsby.  Barbara 
McNear will lead our conversation. 

Please contact Wilma Gitchel if youʼd like to join us.

EVENING LITERATURE GROUP
The Evening Lit Group will meet on Wednesday,  
April 3 at 6 p.m. at The Lexington Square Cafe in 
Mt. Kisco. Abby Hirsch will lead the discussion of 
Lessons in Chemistry by Bonnie Garmus.  Please 
contact Marsha Savino by phone, e-mail or text to 
let her know if you plan to attend.
If you have questions about this group phone Ellen 
Eschmann, the group leader.  New members are 
welcome.

CURRENT ISSUES April 5th at 10 AM 
VIA ZOOM

Learn more about the issues that impact us. Get 
involved. Discuss different topics. Marchʼs topics were: 

• Spacecraft Travel
• NYS 2024- Congressional elections and 

redistricting, Part 2
• The Gulf Dead Zone: Will LA sue the Northern 

States?
Aprilʼs topics will be just as interesting. Hope to see 
you on Zoom.
Call Ellen Leuner if you would like to join.

There are times when one of our members is 
dealing with an illness, a loss, or another personal 
crisis. 
If you know of a member who should 
receive our well wishes or support, 
please send the information to our 
corresponding secretary, Susan Ferris 
Rights at susanferris123@gmail.com

ART INTEREST GROUP
On April 18 the Art Interest Group will 
have a private tour at the Hammond 
Museum and Japanese Stroll Garden. 
If you would like to come, please email 
Shelli Pines.
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APRIL CO-PRESIDENT MESSAGE
Abby Hirsch and Marcia Keizs

Several years ago, when my granddaughter was about 10, she told me that 
she knew what career she wanted when she grew up. I was intrigued and 
asked her to tell me. “I am going to be an astrophysicist and I am going to 
study at MIT.” I was impressed and asked her did she know what this was. I 
did not want to show my complete ignorance since I had no idea. She 
proceeded to educate me and then wanted to know if I could recommend 
any more colleges for her to consider. I told her that I would get back to her 
on this and then came a most devastating response. “Youʼre a college 
counselor. Arenʼt you supposed to know these things? How can you help students if you donʼt know things?” 
I am happy to report that my ignorance did not damage her love for me and now as a 10th grader she does 
respect, or at least pretends to, my college expertise. I am very pleased that she has pursued her love for 
science and research.
Soon after this, one of my MERCY college colleagues and I applied for a grant through AAUW to hold a 
conference for school counselors to educate them in the need to introduce STEM careers to their female 
students. It was well attended, and many admitted that they knew very little about these fields. One of our 
speakers was Lorrin Johnson.
And so the question is: What do we know about STEM and how can we share what we know with girls and 
young women? This question is readily answered this month as our chapter holds our annual STEM 
conference. Launched 20 years ago by Lorrin Johnson who learned about a program at Mills College in 
California called “Explore Your Horizons.” The conference dedicated to young girls had the goal to introduce 
them to the world of STEM which as you know by now stands for Science Technology Engineering and 
Math. Lorrin decided that this program needed to move to the east coast and she along with other AAUW 
members such as Wilma Gitchel and Maria Ellis made it happen. She contacted the New York City AAUW 
branch and also Barnard College, where she had been working at the time. Both organizations were 
enthusiastic to collaborate with us. The original program followed the Mills College program but incorporated 
special local AAUW touches. After many years there were too many 7th and 8th graders attending and we 
outgrew Barnard College. Happily, a new home was found at Mt. Saint Vincent University in Riverdale where 
our support from the Collegeʼs leadership has been enthusiastic and strong .
STEM nurtures critical thinking skills, enhances scientific literacy and cultivates the next generation of 
trailblazers and problem solvers. The study of STEM subjects helps children discover real-world 
applications, sparks creativity and develops 21st century skills including media and technology, productivity, 
social skills, communication flexibility and initiative. How wonderful that both our AAUW chapter as well as 
national AAUW is supporting this.
AAUW data tells us that only about 35% of women are actually working in a STEM related field. Today girls 
are pursuing excellence in math and science more than ever, but representation in these fields remains low.
Only about 12% of engineers are women, 25% are in the computer related fields, 40% are chemists and 
only 6% are CEOs in STEM companies. It is important that girls find and see more female role models in 
these fields. Nancy Grace Roman is called the “mother of the Hubble excellence” and worked at NASA. 
When she was in high school, she told her counselor that she wanted to take Algebra II instead of Latin. She 
was told “what lady would ever take mathematics instead of Latin.” After she died, she left a generous gift to 
AAUW. Some other noteworthy STEM women include Barbara McClintok geneticist; Irene Au computer 
designer; Ainni Rometty CEO IBM; Joan Clarke code breaker ; Rear Admiral Grace Hopper inventor and 
computer scientist; and Mary Jackson, Katherine Johnson, and Dorothy Vaughan, mathematicians who 
were instrumental in NASAʼs launching of its earliest space flights . These three women were memorialized 
in the recent movie “Hidden Figures”.
It is important that we continue to learn about these fields and encourage our young women to pursue these 
wonderful opportunities. We will help them all to “Explore Your Opportunities”. 
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Co-Presidents
Abby Hirsch and Judy Walsh 
Program Co-Vice Presidents

Diana Lennon and Teresa H. Neal
Membership Co-Vice Presidents

Thea Jacobs and Joni Sims
Co-Recording Secretaries

Susan Appel and Eileen Weiss
Co-Treasurers

Susan Gardner and Judith Kessler 
Corresponding Secretary

Susan Ferris Rights

2024-2025 Proposed Budget
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THE 2024-2025 BRANCH 

BOARD MEMBERS SLATE Westchester 
AAUW Ballot

In favor of  the propsed 
slate for 2024-25

Yes          No

In favor of  the propsed 
budget for 2024-25

Yes          No

Name________________

Please mail you ballot to 
Sue Lambert at 

19 Pinehurst Dr. 
Purchase, NY 10577 or 

email your vote to 
slamb47@aol.com



A CELEBRATION OF WOMENʼS HISTORY
Submitted by Selena Barron

Womenʼs History Month has been observed annually for the 
month of March since 1987. The holiday is designed to celebrate 
womenʼs contributions to history, culture and society. For 2024 
the theme is “Women Who Advocate for Equity, Diversity, and 
Inclusion. 
One simplified concept to explain the womenʼs movement in the 
U.S. is the four waves of feminism. The first wave took place 
between 1848 and 1920. Beginning in 1848 Susan B. Anthony 
and Elizabeth Cady Stanton founded the National Woman 
Suffrage Association which paved the way for the 19th 
amendment which gives women the right to vote. They said, 
“Organize, agitate, educate, must be our war cry”. 

The second wave took place between 1963 and the 1980s. In 1963 Betty Friedan published The Feminine 
Mystique. She argued that women felt confined at the expected role of women as wives and mothers. The 
book sold 3 million copies in three years and women felt urged to take action. The second wave then 
inspired the civil rights movement and protests against the Vietnam War. Women wanted a reevaluation of 
gender roles in society and an end to sexist discrimination. In 1971 Friedan, Gloria Steinem and Bella Abzug 
founded the National Womenʼs Political Caucus. They inspired the passage of the Equal Pay Act and the 
Landmark Supreme Cout decisions in Griswold v. Connecticut in 1965 and Roe v, Wade in 1973 related to 
reproductive freedom. Congress passed the Equal Rights Amendment in 1972 but it has never been able to 
get enough state votes to be ratified. 
The 3rd wave took place in the 1990s. The 2nd movement had achieved more equality and rights for 
women. Now the 3rd wave focused on fighting problems that still existed such as sexual harassment in the 
workplace and a shortage of women in positions of power. Groups like Bratmobile and Heavens to Betsy 
used music to express feminist problems. Some of their songs included problems with sexism, patriarchy, 
abuse, racism and rape. The third wave also tried to be more inclusive about race and gender. 
The 4th wave is sometimes defined as a continuation of the 3rd wave. However, the introduction and use of 
the internet has presented ways of quickly communicating to a larger audience. For example, in 2007 
Tarana Burke used the internet to launch action by women. In 2017 the #Me Too movement used the 
internet to describe revelations about influential film producer Harvey Weinsteinʼs sexual misconduct. The 
responses led to Weinsteinʼs conviction. In 2020 Weinstein was convicted of sexual crimes in New York City 
and sentenced to 23 years in prison. In 2023 in Los Angeles, he was convicted of rape and sentenced to 16 
years in jail to follow the New York sentence for a total of 39 years behind bars. 
The following quotes from outstanding women stand as inspiration for all women. 

“Women are like teabags. We don’t know our true strength until we are in hot water”. 
Eleanor Roosevelt, first lady, activist, political figure, diplomat 

“You must never be fearful about what you are doing when it is right.” 
Rosa Parks, civil rights activist 

“One child. One teacher, one book, one pen can change the world.” 
Malala Yousafzai, Pakistani female education activist, Nobel Peace Prize laureate 

“The most difficult thing is the decision to act, the rest is merely tenacity.” 
Amelia Earhart, aviation pioneer 
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RUNNING AND WINNING 
PROGRAM

Submitted by Joni Sims

On April 18th, around 60 High School girls 
from across Westchester County will 
show up for our Running and Winning 
program.   This day long event allows the 
girls to meet with and hear from most of 
Westchester Countyʼs locally elected 
female politicians, for a first hand 
accounting of what itʼs like to run for 
office, as well as what itʼs like to serve.   
AAUW-Westchester and the League of 
Women Voters of Westchester join 
together to bring about this program.  
Girls will hear what itʼs like to Campaign 
For and to Work In Public Office.   Then 
they will have a chance to plan and 
present a public policy campaign, 
choosing from several provided subjects.  
This experience isnʼt just about running 
for office, but helps these young women 
become more politically savvy. 

APRIL 2024

4/3 Evening Literature Group Lexington Square Cafe, Mt. Kisco 6 p.m.
4/5 Current Issues Discussion Group Zoom 10 a.m.
4/9 Tuesday Morning Literature Group Zoom 10 a.m.
4/10 Deadline for submitting for CHIPS
4/10 Board Meeting  4 p.m.
4/10 Branch Meeting Greenburgh Public Library and Zoom 5:30 p.m.
4/11 Scholarship Luncheon Viking Cafe at WCC 11:30 a.m.
4/13 Explore Your Opportunities Conf. Un. of Mount St. Vincent 8:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.
4/16 Poetry Interest Group Zoom 1:30 p.m.
4/18 Art Interest Group Hammond Museum & Japanese Stroll Garden
4/18 Running and Winning Workshop Manhattanville College 8:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m.

Bridge  - every Monday at 11 a.m. in person and/or 1 p.m. online
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